Past & Future

Mapping Historic Treasure
Leveraging the past to secure the future
of Hanover’s Whippany Burying Yard
By Brian Cahill, Township Committeeman and
Landmark Commission Liaison, Hanover Township

J

uly 4th travelers on Route 10 in Whippany may have seen a stately gentleman appearing to have
stepped out of colonial times. Garbed in period costume, Hanover Township’s Historian Emeritus,
Don Kiddoo, was at the Whippany Burying Yard that day doing what he does best: bringing the
stories of those who rest there to life for a sizeable crowd gathered for a tour of the oldest colonial
graveyard in Morris County and north central New Jersey. Joining him in showcasing the lives of those
who colored the pages of local, state, and national history was the Hanover Township Landmark
Commission, who sponsored the event. Also attired in 1700s style, commission members discussed the
artistry of the headstones and ongoing work to preserve these markers and other relics that lend luster
to this historic jewel.
The July 4th tour is one of many ways the Landmark Commission has put the Whippany Burying Yard on the proverbial
map. Since 1977 when the Landmark Commission was first
established by ordinance, the members embarked on a mission
and delivered a powerful message to the public about this 300year-old resting place: These historic lives–and this site–matter.
How did the Landmark Commission manage to give highprofile status to what had been primarily a local attraction?
They crafted a restoration plan and communications strategy
that pushed the Whippany Burying Yard’s significance beyond
municipal borders, securing its place in state and national history.
46 New Jersey Municipalities

I March 2019

Preserving the past
Addressing an ongoing critical need, the Landmark Commission
has long battled the effects of time to restore crumbling historic
headstones. As Chairman Mike Czuchnicki observed, “Nature is
not kind to these stones. If we did nothing, soon we would have
a very nice lawn with some piles of rubble. Preservation work
has been done for the last 40 years and will need to continue.”
Using funding the Township Committee appropriated for
this purpose in those years the municipal budget allowed, the
commission identified gravestones most in need of restoration.
The members assisted administration by identifying qualified
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conservators, defining scope of work,
writing specifications, and overseeing
the projects.
In 2008 they embarked on another goal:
gaining state and national recognition of
the Whippany Burying Yard. Assisted by
a consultant hired by the Township, a
subcommittee of the Landmark Commission led by Chairman Robert Augelli
(now deceased), prepared an application
to be filed by the governing body to the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Historic Preservation
Office formally petitioning inclusion of
the Whippany Burying Yard on the State
and National Registers of Historic Places.
The application was approved and on
December 11, 2009, the burying yard
took its rightful place on both registers.
This historic designation was a gateway
achievement. Not only did it provide
protection in the form of state reviews
prior to any undertaking at the burying
yard, it also opened a door for the Township to pursue grant funding to greatly
expand restoration. Over the years, new
Landmark Commission members joined
veteran commissioners and did just that.
Supported by the Township Committee
who appropriated requisite matching
funds, the Landmark Commission applied
for and received restoration grants in 2017
and 2018 through the Morris County
Historic Preservation Trust Fund. In that
two-year timeframe, the Morris County
Board of Chosen Freeholders awarded
the Township a little over $58,000. With
this money and the Township’s matches,
restoration of 31 gravestones is underway,
the work being overseen by professional
consultants hired by the Township as
experts in this specialized field.

The write stuff
With restoration progressing, the
Landmark Commission gave attention
to promoting the Burying Yard. Sharing
a passion for the graveyard’s history and
mindful of the cultural, educational, and
tourism benefits to be garnered, the
members launched a communications
campaign, proving themselves to be
skilled publicists.
“Our Landmark Commission draws
from a deep well of talent,” lauded
Mayor Ron Francioli. “We have gifted

authors, photographers, lecturers, historians, educators, and former Township
Committeemen all working together to
make the history of the Whippany
Burying Yard known.”
In the last five years, the Landmark
Commission has created and distributed
two, high-end publications featuring
the Burying Yard, “Journey through
Olde Whippeny,” a booklet denoting all
of the Township’s historic sites, and
“Walking Tour Map of Whippany Burying
Yard,” a brochure enticing the public to
take self-guided tours. Additionally,
they’ve submitted press releases and
photos for Township Administration to
issue to the media. Their releases invite
the public to attend free tours, dedication ceremonies, and lectures, as well as
announce preservation milestones.
Among the most engaging copy are
their descriptions of experiences at the
site, like the day the Commission’s
members joined one of the conservators
working there and unearthed hidden
treasure by discovering a tombstone
buried within a 228-year-old crypt.
The Landmark Commission reaped a
significant return on investment in
promoting the Burying Yard through
literature and media outreach. Last year,
an article about the cemetery appeared
in the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s magazine, Preservation,
and was also noted in a piece on
Hanover’s history written for the Morris

Area Genealogy Society’s newsletter.
Newspapers with local and countywide
circulation have given press to Burying
Yard programs and New Jersey 12 News
featured the cemetery in a segment that
aired last July. Turnout for events has
increased, most notably in the July 4th
tour attendance, which more than
doubled from the prior year and drew
residents locally and statewide.

The power of networking
The Landmark Commission’s work is
supported by the Township Committee,
the Hanover Township Cultural Arts
Committee, Whippanong Library, and
Morris County offices. Networking with
fellow Hanover Township boards and
county agencies like the Morris County
Library, Bureau of Tourism, and the
Office of Communications, has afforded
the Landmark Commission program
venues for Burying Yard presentations
and photo exhibits.
Equally important, the event promotion
they’ve received on local and county websites, social media pages, newsletters, and
other communication platforms has
greatly expanded the reach of the Landmark Commission’s message about the
Whippany Burying Yard. The county,
along with the state, has also given the
Landmark Commission invaluable guidance on best practices when approaching
restoration and maintenance to safeguard
the site and retain its historic character. e

The Journey Continues
Caring for a 300-year-old burying yard richly steeped in history requires
a great deal of time and energy. The Landmark Commission considers it
well worth the effort. “The Whippany Burying Yard is a multifaceted cultural
treasure for Hanover Township and Morris County,” posits Don Kiddoo, a
former Landmark Commission member. “The historical, genealogical,
botanical, environmental, and psychological facets of this treasure deserve
continuing exploration and impart great value to the public.”
With that value to the public in mind, past and present Landmark
Commission members have reached significant heights in preserving and
promoting the Whippany Burying Yard. Yet, these dedicated volunteers
would be the first to tell you that there is still so much more to do–and then
set about getting it done.
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